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Graham Boustred, who was Head Boy in 1943, died in 
Hermanus at the age of 95 on Saturday 16 January 2021. 
An online memorial service for him was held over the past 
weekend and the Clock Tower flag flew at half-mast.   
 
Graham was born on May 6 1925 in Johannesburg. He 
matriculated from College in 1942 and stayed on for Post Matric in 1943, after which he joined 
the South African Navy where he was seconded to the Royal Navy. While on active service, 
he received the news that he had been awarded the St Andrew's College Rhodes Scholarship.  
 
After the war he went to Trinity College, Oxford, where he read chemistry.  
 
Graham studied steel-making in Sheffield and, once home in South Africa, joined Scaw Metals 
in Germiston where his father Frank (Upper, 1914) was the Chairman. 
 
Graham was an extraordinary entrepreneur who built up South Africa’s steel and coal industry 
in the 1960s and 1970s. He consolidated Anglo’s coal interests into Anglo American Coal, of 
which he was Chair, and was the driver behind the creation of the Richards Bay Coal Terminal 
and Anglo’s Highveld Steel & Vanadium project.  
 
Graham was the Deputy Chair of the Anglo American Corporation in the 1980s and 1990s, 
and was elected Chair of the Anglo American Industrial Corporation in 1983. 
  
In 2001 Nicky Oppenheimer described him as “one of the greatest industrialists South Africa 
ever produced”.  
 
Graham is survived by his second wife, Frances, to whom he was married for 54 years, and 
his five children. Graham’s father (Frank), his brother (Richard), his three sons (Martin, Niell 
and Andrew) and his three nephews (Murray, Mark and Clive) are all Old Andreans and were 
all in Upper House.  
 
On behalf of the Andrean community, the Foundation Office sends our sincere condolences 
to the Boustred family.  
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