
Minutes of the 73rd Annual General Meeting 
of the Old Prep Association 

held in the  
Lorraine Mullins Centre for Creative Learning 

on Saturday 26th May 2018 
 
 

1. Welcome.  
 

Chairman of the OPA Committee, Prof Gavin Keeton, welcomed the following:  
 
Simon Oliver (Chairman OPA); Lorraine Mullins (Secretary OPA Commitee); Cindy Renard; Sue 
Smailes; Zukiswa Fesi; Geoff Bennett; Hillary Bowker; Bruce Steele-Gray; Niall Wylde; Marc Paul 
(2nd Master); Bruce Carloni; Michelle Vermeulen; Manzo Khondleka; Mahlatsi Movundlela; Galen 
Löfstedt; Patrick Ferrar; Richard Tagg; Bev McCarthy; Zima Pemba; Andrew Solomon; Peter Ford. 

 
2. Apologies  
 

Apologies were received from:  
Ainslie, Andrew Graham 
Almon, Theophilus John Pryor  
Antrobus, Geoffrey Gordon    
Arnold, Dennis Brian    
Auret, Christopher Henry Nardus  
Beamish, Michael    
Beer, Rob 
Berlyn, Jonathan Leonard    
Berthold, Peter Jonathan    
Biggs, Roger Llewellyn  
Bowker, John Marriott Mitford    
Brady, Brendan (Headmaster) 
Brown, Allistair Kevin Cloete  
Brown, Mark Oswald  
Catherine, Patrick Thomas    
Chapman, Jeffrey John    
Charles, Douglas Lance  
Cloete, David Peter Murray  
Coetzee, Liezel    
Cook, Nicholas Arthur Marcus    
Currie, Ian Howard  
D'Arcy, Robert Stanton Galbraith  
Davies, Kate  
Fawcett, Martin Leicester    
Featherstone, Robert Graham  
Ferraris, Luke Joseph  
Fick, David Benjamin    
Forbes, Peter Julian    
Gilbert, Arthur Edward    
Gilfillan, Edward Crawfurd  
Gransden, Bryan Ewart Watts    



Green, Robin Biggs    
Hannington, Richard Meopham    
Harvey, Jocelyn Vernon Wynn    
Harvey, Luke Gareth    
Hendry, Wayne    
Hobson, Ian Barry  
Hodson, Christopher Nicholas  
Horwood, Russel Graeme  
Kathoke, Dylan Patrick    
Kemp, Carina Jean  
Key, Roger Astley    
Kruuse, Lindy Jean    
Laing, Richard & Margie 
Lake, Craig James  
Leach, Timothy De Villiers    
Long, Mark Rennie Durward    
Luckman, Craig    
Macpherson, Iain William    
McNaughton, Paul  
Midgley, Thomas Ainslie    
Mullins, Peter James    
Muscat, Quintin 
Myhill, Stuart Charles    
Newton, Joseph Ernest    
Nghona, Simphiwe    
Nkosiyane, Lilitha   
Parkes, Douglas Edwards    
Parkes, George Lovell    
Parrish, Christopher John    
Pitchford, Robert John    
Powell, John Richard Mercer    
Pringle, Alexander Welsh  
Pringle, Patrick Llewellyn    
Rainier, John Daniel    
Rainier, Markseller Garrett    
Rathbone, Eiona Mackinnon    
Rawbone-Viljoen, Anthony George    
Redding, Jeremy John    
Rubidge, Stephen Harry  
Smit, Richard Nicholas    
Smith, Stewart Grant    
Southey, Derek Claud    
Southey, Timothy John  
Steele-Gray, Alastair Bruce    
Stretton, William Sancroft    
Swales, Davoren Christian  
Tanton, David Ernest    
Taylor, Hugh Percival Stewart    
van Breda, Peter Charles    
Van Coller, David Lyndon  
Vardy, Jonathan Joshua Lambert    



Warren, Russell John  
Whittle, Colin Clive Lesrend    
Wienand, Frederick Brett Mansard  
Wright, Michael William    
Wylde, David Burns    

 
The 2nd Master Marc Paul read out the School Prayer. 

 
3. Roll of Honour 
 

The meeting stood in memory of: 
 

Robert John Anderson 
William Ball 
John Humphrey Batting 
Ian Challis 
Guy Gascoyne Clarke 
Thomas Michael Edygar 
Thomas Edward Fenwick 
Brian Norman Hobson 
Michael Edwin Yeoman Holmes 
Christopher John Bretherton Hundleby 
Anthony Charles Jolly 
Evan Philip Lanham 
Michael John Lever 
Vuyisile Mini 
Ndyebo Richman Nghona 
Barry Owen-Jones 
Anthony Hugh Parnell 
Ronald Campbell Slater 
Ian Storr Dryden Tudhope 

 
4. Minutes of the AGM held on 3 June 2017 
 

Minutes of 3 June 2017 – Confirmation & Matters arising. 
There being no comments, the Minutes were accepted as read. 

 
5. OPA Committee Chairman’s Report 
  

Good morning  
 
It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to our 73rd AGM.  It is always especially pleasing to meet 
those attending their reunions.  I understand we have another almost-record turnout of old boys 
and girls.  I am sure you are all thrilled to meet old friends, often for the first time since you left 
College or DSG.  I am equally certain you are going to be delighted to see the physical changes in 
all 3 schools.  
 
The changes over the past few years have been amazing.  Tired and outdated facilities are being 
transformed into state-of-the-art places of learning.  And more is underway.  You will hear in the 
Headmaster’s report of the further transformative changes underway in our classrooms and 



boarding facilities.  And you will probably later today see the changes currently underway at both 
College and DSG, with more to come. 
 
Yet, alongside change much, remains the same as when you were at Prep 25, 35 or 45 years ago.  
Our architects do wonders in ensuring that while the facilities modernise and transform, the 
fabric of the school remains very recognisably still the Prep you attended.  The buildings still look 
the same, the Hasie Court is the centre of the school.  And the boys and girls are still the same 
cheerful, ever polite Preppies that we once were. All that has changed is that everything has 
shrunk! Did you really all fit into such a small classroom or dormitory?  And Memory Hall is no 
longer the daunting large place it was when you were first a Preppie. 
 
It is now 13 years since Prep’s merger with College.  While there were initially some inevitable 
teething pains as both schools adjusted to the new reality there is no doubt that both schools 
benefited greatly from that merger decision.  The greater financial strength of the combined 
entity has enabled Prep to up its game academically by appointing more teachers in critical roles 
and to improve the facilities in which learning and boarding take place.  College and DSG in return 
get pupils better prepared for high school and who continue to outperform in all spheres of high 
school life.  Brendan will show that another consequence has been improved numbers of pupils 
at Prep, especially increased boarders.  College benefits from this also, as Prep provides almost 
half of the Grade 8s starting at College each year, so College numbers are boosted when Prep is 
thriving. 
 
There is much to be proud about but never room for complacency because the reality of schools 
is, that they are a “conveyor belt” from which every year a sizable chunk of your pupil body leaves.  
In our case this is especially complicated because it is not just our largest Grade, Grade 7, leaving 
for College every year, it is also half our Grade 3s leaving for DSG.  This means that an equal 
number of pupils need to be entering the school as are leaving.  It takes only a small fall in 
numbers in a year to bring about large swings in what are always finely balanced finances.  For 
this reason, our Heads spend a great deal of time marketing our 3 schools here in the Eastern 
Cape, elsewhere in South Africa and north of our borders.  What an amazing product they have 
to offer.  3 wonderful schools linked by histories and families and located in a City which, despite 
the potholes, offers a unique environment for children to grow up.  Where else could little 
children walk to the shops in complete safety? 
 
The other special characteristic which fascinates me as an economist is, what economists refer 
to as the “inter-generational transfers” inherent in the nature of schools.  New pupils arrive at a 
school with all its academic and sporting facilities having been paid for by previous generations.  
While parents struggling to pay our very high fees find it hard to believe, those fees cover only 
the current running and maintenance costs of the school.  In Prep’s case they don’t even quite 
manage to do that.  New facilities and boarding and classroom upgrades require outside funding, 
mainly from the generosity of past pupils.  So, all the changes you see around you today have 
been paid for by the donations of old Preppies, OAs and parents.   
 
For Prep the initial upgrades of the boarding facilities were paid for from the amazing Clapham 
bequest left by an OA to College and then the Gransden-Currie computer lab was paid for by an 
Old Preppie who had not even seen the school for 50 years.  Such is the love we carry in our 
hearts for our roots and those who nurtured us.  This Centre, where we are meeting, and the 
upgrades of the classrooms are being funded from the #AcademicExcellence campaign for the 
College and Prep upgrades, which is slowly approaching its target of R50 million.  All those funds 
are coming from past pupils and parents.     
 



Where does this leave the Old Prep Association?  Prior to 2005 the Association owned and was 
responsible for ensuring Prep was soundly managed.  This AGM was then a bit like the AGM of a 
company and much attention was devoted to finances and managements structures.  This is no 
longer the case, as after the merger those roles are fulfilled by the College Council on which Prep 
is very well represented.   
 
The Association is therefore now a Club for past pupils to keep an eye on our old school and 
promote continued contacts with each other and the school.  A highlight is the annual Leavers’ 
Dinner when Matric Boys and Girls return to Prep for their last “Feast” and monkey races.  What 
an amazing event that is.  The highlight of the year for many of us and a true demonstration of 
the strengths of our Family of Schools.  We make sure, too, that the physical changes to the school 
are not harmful to the strengths of our past.  In Lorraine we are extraordinarily fortunate to have 
someone who keeps Prep’s entire history in his head and lives out his love for Prep every day.  
Lorraine and his dedicated band of past teachers are also conducting a monumental sort out of 
Prep’s archives, a task to which only their collective institutional memory can do justice. 
 
In past years we have also tried to rectify omissions of the past by recognising as Benefactors or 
Honorary Old Preppies those who gave greatly to Prep, but had somehow slipped through the 
net and not been formally thanked by the Association.  Hopefully we have now rectified most of 
those slip-ups.  Prompted by the centenary of World War 1 we also honoured on a board in 
Memory Hall Old Preppies who fell in both World Wars and even the Anglo-Boer War.  The 
addition of the names of previous Heads of the School and Head boys in Memory Hall is an 
important preservation of our history. 
 
In closing, I want again thank Lorraine for all he continues to do for Prep and the Old Prep 
Association.  Thank you to Marc, and in his absence Brendan, and all the teaching, admin and 
grounds staff for all you do in keeping Prep such a special place.  It is through your astonishing 
dedication and love of our children that the spirit of Prep is sustained. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Gavin Keeton 

 
6. Prep Board Chairman’s Report. 

 
Mr Simon Oliver’s report concentrated on the future of the Board. He raised the question: What 
is the purpose of the Board now that Prep is a part of College? His answer was that it had served 
its purpose and should be dissolved and replaced by a small sub-committee of College Council 
consisting of Old Prep representatives, the two Headmasters, and those School officials who were 
relevant to the successful running of Prep. The main aims were to achieve greater relevance, 
efficiency and a more streamlined connection to College. Simon reported that Brin Brody, the 
Council’s attorney, was reviewing the merger agreement.   

 
Simon’s proposal raised a number of questions from the floor. 
 
1. How would the alteration affect the OPA?  
2. Who would appoint the OP representatives on Council? Would the OPA have a say? 
3. In the case of any disagreement that might arise between the two departments what would 

be the means of coming to resolution? 
4. As a matter of courtesy might the OPA Committee be given an opportunity to see the results 

of Brin Brody’s review? 



5. It was stressed that the changes in the relationship should be officially recorded.  
 
Simon’s report included the assurance that College would, of necessity, take care of Prep, as it 
was a major source of pupils to both College and the DSG. He mentioned with pride the 
resuscitation of boarding, and the new developments taking place to improve facilities. Thanks 
were due to the generosity of many benefactors.  It was agreed that changes to the merger 
document would come back to the OPA AGM for ratification and would in the meantime be 
discussed with the OPA Committee. 
 
Simon thanked, Mrs Beverly McCarthy, a long-standing member of the Foundation Office who 
served Prep with distinction in particular through the 125th Year Celebrations, and was elected a 
Prep Benefactor. He wished her the best in her new position at Grey High School. 

 
7. Headmaster’s Report. (read in his stead by the Chairman of the OPA)  

 
Firstly, please accept my apologies for not being with you in person. Circumstances dictate I must 
be elsewhere as you gather at our fine school. Nonetheless I welcome you all to Prep with the 
good news that Prep began 2018 in rude health. Boarding numbers are up significantly, which in 
the current economic climate is a happy situation to be in.  
 
Much of the planning that was reported on at last year’s AGM has come to fruition. The 
classrooms at Top Prep and the boarding facilities are in the process of being renovated. The 
classroom upgrade at Top Prep, under the #AcademicExcellence, banner is scheduled to be 
complete by the end of August. The boarding upgrade by the end of June.  
 
#AcademicExcellence  
The first four classrooms will be handed back to the school on 17 June. Work will begin on the 
interior of the next three classrooms from July. The builders will use the break for the Children’s 
Arts Festival to work on foundations for the new pillar and palisade fence.   
 
The upgrade is not limited to the interior and veranda’s, but also to the creation of outdoor spaces 
for learning and playing in. 
 
Boarding Upgrade  
The upgrade to our boarding facilities is nearing completion with the dorms at Fairlawn being 
reopened again.  
 
The aim of the boarding upgrade is to revert to the house system with each house enjoying the 
benefits of their own house parents and intern teachers.  
 
Academics  
A fully reviewed Maths curriculum has been put into place. A focus on cooperative learning has 
been introduced.  
 
The “AmaKhala Experience” was introduced in Grade 7 this year. The Grade 7 boys and 5 staff 
members spent a week in the bush exploring much of their Natural Science, History and 
Geography syllabi in real life. A night spent at the Môreson Methodist Church in Paterson exposed 
the boys to some of the social ills our country has to deal with.  
 
Sport  



We appointed a Director of Sport in September last year, Mr Patrick Gumunyu. Patrick had served 
as Director of Sport at St Dunstan’s, Stanford Lake College and St John’s in Harare. Patrick had 
also spent three years at College between 2008 and 2011 as an assistant House Master.  
 
Boys have been allowed to choose sports they would like to play for the first time this year.  
 
Basketball, rowing and water polo have proved successful initiatives. Prep played in their first 
water polo tournament in the Knysna Open Water Festival. They won five, drew two and lost one 
of their eight games. We were invited to the Grey Primary Water Polo Festival on the strength of 
our showing.  
 
The 1st XI participated in the annual Prep School’s Festival held at Wetpups this year. Two narrow 
defeats (one and two wickets respectively) and a tie with Clifton Durban taught a young side a lot 
about cricket.  
 
Tennis, swimming and squash have grown in popularity amongst the boys.  
 
Our rugby side has had a tough start to the season. A physically small side this year, we continue 
to compete with the big schools as these must be our benchmark. The quality of rugby is good 
and the Preppie spirit is visible in a gutsy team.  
 
Culture  
80% of all Preppies play a musical instrument. The annual Prep play this year is Guys and Dolls 
Junior. Our Grade 6 Marimba band had the distinction of being invited to perform at the Gala 
Concert of the Youth Music Festival. The Grade 7 Marimba Band will again attend the 
International Marimba Festival.  
 
Prep’s own Pipe Band played (with a little help) at the Prep Parade and Feast for the first time in 
the School’s history last year.  
 
Governance  
The Prep Chairman, Mr Simon Oliver will talk to the restructuring of Prep’s governance. 
 
In closing, I wish you all a happy weekend, a joyous reunion and may it “Evermore … be so!” 

 
8. Confirmation and Election of Benefactors. 
 
8.1. Confirmed          
 

Zukiswa Fesi 
 
Zuki, as she is known, has served the School now for 11 years, first as cleaner at the Junior Prep, 
and since 2013 at the Pre-Primary. As Jean Schafer says, she has served with good humour and 
infinite patience in tidying up after the little children. She is strongly loyal to the School, says Jean, 
and energetic, working with pride and enjoyment. 

 
Cindy Renard 
 
Cindy Renard, though not directly employed by Prep, has been the Director of the annual 
Children’s Festival for 11 years. It is a taxing operation started by Headmaster Brian Carlson, and 
involving fundraising, attracting Festival boarders, finding accommodation and organisation of 



day-visitors, employment of volunteer assistants, organising children’s workshops and 
entertainments, and overseeing all of this over the period of the Grahamstown Festival. This she 
has achieved with distinction, as well, simply being a friendly and loyal part of the Prep Family. 

 
8.2. Proposed 

 
(a) Dr Billy de Klerk, a faithful supporter of Prep and for some years the Chairman of the Prep 

Parents’ Association and a member of the Prep Board. 
(b) Mr Lewis Miles, OP, Parent and Donor of Memory Hall curtains, starting boxes for swimming 

galas, leader of ‘Milestones’ Jazz Band at Prep dances and donor of cricket scoring box (now 
replaced by the Jimmy and Arthur Pavilion). 

(c) Mrs Juanella Martin who retired from the College Financial Department after serving from 
1998 to end of 2017 (and Prep since the merger).  

 
8.3. Old  Prep Association Committee 

 
Prof. Gavin Keeton - Chairman; Lorraine Mullins - Secretary; Rob Beer – OP and past Board 
Chairman; Brendan Brady - Headmaster; Liezel Coetzee - Foundation Office Rep; Harold Gess - 
OP; Scott Jackson – OP and College Rep; Dr Fiona Meihuizen – OP and DSG Rep.   

 
8.4. Prep Board 

 
Simon Oliver, Prof Gavin Keeton, Mahesh Gopal, Ross Marriner, Prof Melony Graven, Malcolm 
Mackenzie, Ana Zacharellis, Brendan Brady, Marc Paul, Alan Thompson, Shelley Frayne, Cheré 
Holder, Angie Marriner and Carol Muirhead. 

 
8.5. Representatives on Council 

Simon Oliver, Prof Gavin Keeton, Malcolm Mackenzie, Brendan Brady (ex-officio), Alan Thompson 
and Carol Muirhead.   
 
Other Old Preppies on Council are: Jacko Maree (Chairman), Geoff Antrobus (Vice-Chairman), 
Simphiwe Nghona, John Dovey, Brin Brody (Hon OP). 

 
 
9. General 

 
No further business was discussed. 

 
10. Prep Ramble 

 
Having rushed through the meeting, a few OPs were led into their old haunts and shown 
developments that are taking place. 

 
RLGM 


