
Rob North 
  
1938-1948 
Robin Patrick North was born in Johannesburg on 8 July 1938 to Vera and Tim North. With his 
Medical Doctor mother and Accountant father, Rob lived a content life at 24 Talton Road, Forest 
Town, until World War 2 broke out in 1939. 
Tim signed up with the South African Artillery and was sent to fight in North Africa. On 23 
November 1941 his father died in the battle at Sidi Rezegh in Libya. From this point on Rob was 
raised by his mother and maternal grandmother, Bess.  
Rob spent a happy childhood playing with dogs, building forts, making models and playing 
Lionel trains, with his close friend John Main, or riding his bike exploring Johannesburg. 
Holidays were spent on the family citrus farm Dalkeith in Rustenburg. He was always fascinated 
by anything mechanical, and loved farm life, fixing and constructing. One such story is of a 
young Rob dismantling the 300 year old heirloom grandfather clock and reassembling it to 
working order, to the shock of his patient mother. 
From 1944 – 1955 Rob attended Parktown Preparatory School.  
  
1949 – 1958 
One of the most exciting events of his young life was a trip on a BOAC flying boat from 
Johannesburg to the UK. – with stops in Victoria Falls, Kampala, Khartoum, Sicily, and finally 
Southampton, England.  
In 1951 he went to board at St Andrews College, Grahamstown for High School. His final Report 
from 1956 states:“Robin is very tall, reliable and a sound worker.…he had an excellent last 
term, worked very hard and proved himself a most reliable Prefect.” 
1957 saw Rob arrive in Pietermaritzburg to start a University Bsc Agriculture degree.  
It seems that University study didn’t suit Rob, his memories are of the acquisition of his 
Lambretta scooter, formation of the Lambretta Club, and many trips and outings with the Club. 
But it was through combined outings with the Vespa Scooter Club in 1958 that Rob met Valda 
Voigts. 
  
1959-1968 
In 1960 Rob moved his studies to Cedara Agricultural College to get a more practical agriculture 
experience. He was awarded DUX medal for best student in his first year. 
In 1962 Rob began working as a junior salesman for Farm Maintenance and Services and got 
engaged to Valda. 
It was also in 1962 that Rob bought his first Fiat – a Fiat 500 – and together with Roland Jones 
bought a Land Rover Long wheel base. 
This launched many road and off road trips with friends and family to places like: Rhodesia, 
Mozambique, Cape Province, Kosi Bay, Sani Pass, Lesotho, Zululand. 
In 1963, Rob moved from Salesman to apprentice mechanic, into a role he was far more suited 
for. 
Rob and Valda were married on 8 February 1964 in Pietermaritzburg and after an adventure 
honeymoon in Mozambique on Paradise Island, they settled into married life on a small holding 



at Bishopstowe. Soon after, Rob bought the Long Wheelbase Landrover 88 which remained his 
main workhorse and travel choice until it was sold in 2018. 
In May 1968, Rob and Valda fell in love with a 3 acre plot with ranch style house in Hilton. They 
named the property Dalkeith after the Rustenburg farm.  
In October 1968, Bernice arrived. 
  
1969-1978 
In 1969 Rob began to work for the Department of Agriculture Engineering at Ukulinga Research 
Farm in Cleland. 
Another Fiat, this time a 1500 – was purchased and the engine in the land rover replaced with a 
3L rover engine. 
It was also the start of many building additions to Dalkeith – the double garage being first and 
the most important! 
September 1971 saw the arrival of Julia, and in April 1974 Helen’s birth completed the family. 
Family holidays were spent at Ballito with mom Vera, and more remote destinations like Port St 
Johns, Lake St Lucia, and Mkuze and Ndumo Game Reserves 
Work with the Department of Agricultural Engineering kept Rob busy too – with trips to Pretoria, 
Ermelo, and various projects at local places like Cedara, and Garlick Timbers. The impact of the 
global energy crisis in the late 1970’s resulted in the start of an ethanol research project. 
On the homefront, Rob reroofed the entire house, extended the playroom and built a wendy 
house for his girls, extended the servants quarters, built retaining walls, and renovated the 
bathroom. 
  
1979-1988 
In 1981 The growing family needs meant extensive additions had to be done. Rob converted the 
carport into a Family Room, remodelled the kitchen, built a new carport and workshop, and 
converted the old garage to a granny flat for Valda’s mother. 
In 1984 work began on a swimming pool. Rob so loved excavating the pool site, that the 
resulting pool was somewhat deeper and longer than planned. 
The family went on trips to Drakensberg resorts, staying at Royal Natal National Park, Giants 
Castle, Injasuti, and went on their first flight to Cape Town for a few weeks of sight seeing in the 
western Cape. 
It was during these years that windsurfing grew in popularity as a sport, and after an introduction 
to sailing, the North family was hooked and procured several windsurfers and eventually a 
catamaran. Rob even fashioned a rig to fit the windsurfer to so that the family could learn the 
skills of windsurfing at home on the lawn. Every Sunday in summer was spent at Midmar Dam 
with Rob rigging sails and setting up boards, and then taking it all down again and packing up at 
the end of the day.  
In 1986, just as the toxic cloud of Chernobyl spread over Europe, Rob and Valda set off on a 
part business trip to Europe and the UK. It was an exciting opportunity to sight see and look at 
developments in agricultural engineering. His endless curiosity to see how things worked or 
looked up close resulted in an embarrassing fall into the River Thames in London. 
  
1989-2008 



In 1989 Rob and Valda celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary. 
As the girls started to finish up at High School, and start tertiary studies and travels, Rob started 
to get involved in other interests and hobbies. 
In 1992 His passion for tractors and engines and love of old things found its home with the 
Vintage Engine and Tractor Club. So began weekends of Vintage Tractor Shows and Club 
outings to places like Nottingham Road, Clocolan, Ficksburg, Cradock, the Royal Show, Kings 
Park. He loved the camaraderie of the club and was Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary for 
several years. He made many friends through shared passions of engines and agricultural 
machinery.  
 
Rob initially did renovation work on the University’s Fordson Tractor, but once the bug had 
bitten he purchased a Massey Harris and commenced restoration work on that. Not content with 
a Tractor restoration, Rob bought a rusted short wheelbase Land Rover and Rover car and 
restored them to former glory. He also spent hours advising and supporting friends with their 
restoration projects.  
 
From 2003 to 2006 Rob and Valda celebrated the weddings of the 3 girls. Rob made flower and 
candle stands and helped with decor beforehand. He also made sure all the food at each event 
was given justice with full helpings, lots of potatoes and plenty of dessert to finish. Especially 
memorable is that he used almost exactly the same Father of the Bride Speech at all 3 
weddings. He replaced names and watermarked each page as Wedding 1, 2 or 3. 
 
2004 saw the advent of grandchildren, with his grandson Torin being born and later his 
granddaughters Simone, Cailin and Jenna. Rob doted on his grandkids and his inner child was 
given full reign during their visits to Dalkeith. Numerous priceless toys from his childhood 
including his Lionel Trainset were dusted off and the lounge became a permanent playroom. 
Scooters, the little red car, tricycles and toy tractors found life again in the backyard, and boxes 
and wood were turned into life size trains complete with diesel smoke. 
 
2009-2019 
 
In 2014, Rob and Valda celebrated their Golden wedding anniversary, an amazing 
accomplishment celebrated with many of the original wedding party. 
 
Great 100 Working at Baynesfield 2015? 
 
In 2018 Rob celebrated another milestone - 80 years. He enjoyed a celebration surrounded by 
wife, children, grandchildren, family and friends.  
From 2017 Robs health began to decline significantly, and it became clear that a downscale 
from Dalkeith was in order. Reducing a lifetime of collecting, fixing and saving items in a 
sprawling 3.5 acre property was very hard but also unleashed many memories and long 
forgotten experiences for Rob and Valda. It took many months before they were finally moved to  
Golden Pond in November 2018. By this stage Rob’s mobility was severely affected and 



continued to decline, until the family made the difficult decision to move him to Riverside Park in 
Pietermaritzburg in August 2019 with full time carers and nursing support. 
 
On the morning of 30th November he passed away peacefully and in one last kind gesture to 
his wife and family saved them from paying for a full month of care at Riverside. 
 


