
John Lawrence Crawford 
Armstrong 1951 - 1954  

Physics lecturer, BSc 1959 
 
Born 24 June 1937. Died 17 June 2021. 
 
For almost 60 years John was a much loved Physics lecturer and tutor to generations of Wits medics 
- nurses, doctors, physiotherapists, dentists, occupational therapists, pharmacists. He continued his 
work into his 80s, in some cases teaching children and even grandchildren of past students. He was 
always willing to help tutor any student who needed assistance and John would attend the 
graduation ceremonies of all the students he helped. Many fondly remember his kindness, sense of 
humour, patience and above all his ability to teach. 
 
He was full of praise for the care he received at Charlotte Maxeke Academic Hospital where many of 
the staff who treated him in nursing, oncology, maxilo-facial, dentistry, ophthalmology and plastics 
were former students with fond memories of 'Prof'. 
 
John was an avid birdwatcher and loved wildlife, spending many holidays camping in Mozambique, 
in the Kruger National park, or walking in national parks around Cape Town. John lived in Parkwood 
and was a familiar sight on the bus to Wits and around Rosebank. A voracious reader and book 
collector, he served on the committee of the Friends of the Rosebank Library from its formation until 
his death, regularly serving as volunteer, salesperson and customer. 
 
John played a huge role as a beloved uncle to the children and grandchildren of his surviving sister, 
Ann Myles of Cape Town. The family has so many fond memories of holidays made so much more 
fun by John's presence. Days before his death he was planning a trip to Cape Town to celebrate his 
84th birthday. 
 
John was born in Johannesburg, was educated at St Andrews Prep School and St Andrews College in 
Grahamstown and then studied Physics at Wits University. At Wits he conducted research into the 
semiconductors Germanium and Gallium Arsenide and began his near-60 year career as a Physics 
lecturer and tutor focusing on Therapeutic Science programmes. During his time at Wits he 
undertook two sabbaticals, one at the University of Virginia where he worked with NASA technical 
monitors, and the other at Cologne University in Germany. John served on working parties, the 
undergraduate committees of the Faculty of Health Sciences and was a member of the Physics 
Faculty Board 
 
John’s teaching career followed in the footsteps of his grandfather Prof Lawrence Crawford, born in 
Glasgow and educated there and at Cambridge who came to SA as Prof of Maths at the SA College 
from 1899 until 1918 when it became UCT, where he continued until retiring in 1938. 
 
John died peacefully at home on 17 June 2021. 
 
Please feel free to share your memories of John on 
https://www.kudoboard.com/boards/9Pug2J6m/johncrawford 
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